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PONY EXPRESS Monument at the 
Willow Springs Station in Tooele County is 
similar to the one at the Simpson Springs 
Station. The markers were built in the 
late 1930’s by the Civilian Conservation 


Corps to mark the original Pony Express 
trail across the country. The Willow 
Springs Station operated from April 3, 
1860 until Oct. 27, 1861. 


_ myself honestly, be ` 
faithful to my duties, and so 
direct all my acts as to win the 
confindence of my employers, — 


_ sohelpme God.” 


On Oct. 18, 1861, oaths, good 
faith and diligence not 
withstanding, the end had come ` 
for the Pony Express. On that 
date in Salt Lake City telegraph 
wires joining East with West 
were connected at the 
telegraph office on Main Street. 

‘The venture lost a lot of 
money, estimated to be at least 
$200,000. It was expensive to 
maintain, costing more than 
$1,000 a day and rarely 
carrying more than $1,000 in 
mails in a single day. Supplies 
had to be transported to remote 
way stations and $75,000 of the 
company’s money was spent 
fighting an Indian war in 
Nevada with no help from the 
government. 

‘For 18 months the Pony 
Express and its riders 
faithfully discharged their 
duties by making 308 runs 
totaling 616,000 miles and 
carrying 34,753 letters with 
only one mochila lost. 


